January 14, 2026

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy,

We are extremely concerned by reports of the sudden termination of what appears to be the vast
majority of the discretionary grants at Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA).

Addressing mental health and substance use disorder prevention, treatment and recovery is a
bipartisan priority. The work of SAMHSA is not a partisan priority. It should be a priority for
every American, every member of Congress and every Administration. Every state relies on
SAMHSA funding to respond to these pressing mental health and addiction challenges. In
Congress we have worked to prioritize the focus on mental health and substance use disorder, to
reduce stigma and to expand access to prevention, recovery and treatment.

Reports indicate that 2,800 grant termination notices have been distributed across the nation for
critical programs that support mental health and addiction resources effective January 13,

2026. We strongly urge you to rescind all of the terminations immediately. Too many people
across the country are suffering without necessary resources. We must ensure that SAMHSA
programs serve their congressionally intended purpose of getting lifesaving resources to our
communities.

Given the urgency, we ask that you provide the following information by January 16, 2026.
1. How many grants were terminated at SAMHSA and what programs were included?

2. What was the rationale for each termination? Please explain how each program "no longer
effectuates agency priorities."

3. The President recently signed the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Reauthorization
Act, which reauthorized many of these programs for 5 years. Of the grants that were cancelled,
please provide a justification as to why these grants do not align with the direction given under
the SUPPORT Act?
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