Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 12, 2025

Secretary Brooke Rollins

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Pennsylvania S.W.

Washington, DC 2050

Dear Secretary Rollins,

It has come to our attention that hundreds of grantees of the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Forest Service (USFS) are unable to fully access their Urban and Community Forestry Grant awards.

In September 2023, the Forest Service announced more than $1 billion in funding for 385 grant proposals from
entities working to combat extreme heat, improve air quality, and promote food security, public health and
safety. Communities in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and several U.S. territories and Tribal Nations
received grant funding. We now understand the distribution of these grants has been illegally paused, causing
considerable harm to our communities and creating chaos for the hundreds of organizations who were already
carrying out spending on these approved projects in every corner of the country.

National grant pass-through partners and grantees have not received appropriate guidance from USFS, leaving
community organizations in an uncertain limbo as they are left to decide whether to risk implementing their
projects with no guarantee of reimbursement. Some pass-through partners have advised their grantees to pause
project implementation and many organizations are facing the possibility of cutting jobs and shutting down
operations in light of this funding uncertainty. Congressional office inquiries to the USDA and USFS have been
ignored.

The Urban and Community Forestry Program is the only federal government program dedicated to enhancing
and expanding the nation’s urban forest resources. These grants support projects that make all of our states
healthier, more resilient, and economically stronger. These awards also create jobs, enhance job training
initiatives, and create economic opportunity in our communities.

The Department of Agriculture must immediately restore all Urban and Community Forestry Grants. In the
meantime, USFS must provide clear guidance to grantees to allow them to continue this critical work while
payment systems are restored.

We stand ready to work with the Department of Agriculture and Forest Service to enhance the quality of life in
all of our communities.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress

Ret g

Raul M. Grijalva e
Member of Congress

Page 2

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

M&QMM__

Jswhifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

SFS Aot
Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

St T

Shontel M. Brown
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