
March 10, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States of America 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500 

President Trump: 

We are writing to express our grave concern regarding reports that you are considering signing an executive 
order that dismisses the duly appointed United States Postal Service Board of Governors and initiates steps to 
absorb the United States Postal Service into the Department of Commerce1. Any attempts to unilaterally fire 
Senate confirmed members of the Postal Service’s Board of Governors or undermine the longstanding 
independence of the United States Postal Service violates the Postal Reorganization Act of 1970 and the 
separation of powers spelled out in the United States Constitution. For this reason, we ask you to reverse course 
on any planned executive order surrounding the Postal Service immediately. 

As you know, members of the United States Postal Service’s Board of Governors are appointed by the President
and confirmed by the Senate for fixed terms. The President does not have the authority to unilaterally dismiss 
any member of the Board, without cause, before their term has expired. The Board of Governors works in a 
nonpartisan manner to provide oversight of the Postal Service’s leadership and appointing a new Postmaster 
General when there is a vacancy. Their work is essential to ensuring proper oversight of the Postal Service’s 
day-to-day operations and in preventing political influence in the selection of the Postmaster General – 
safeguarding public trust in the Postal Service’s independence. 

In the Oval Office on February 21, you stated you were also considering “a form of a merger” of the Postal 
Service into the Department of Commerce. In 1970, Congress passed the Postal Reorganization Act, which 
removed the Postal Service from the President’s Cabinet specifically to protect it from exactly the type of 
political interference your administration is demonstrating. The law grants Congress – not the Executive Branch
– the authority to make legislative changes affecting the Postal Service. Specifically, Section 208 of the Postal 
Reorganization Act of 1970 states: “Congress reserves the power to alter, amend, or repeal any or all of the 
sections of this title”2. This provision makes clear that any potential executive action to consolidate the Postal 
Service into the Department of Commerce is unlawful and must not go forward.

In addition to your unlawful attempts to reorganize the Postal Service, we remain alarmed by your past 
comments regarding the privatization of the Postal Service3. Any attempts to privatize the Postal Service would 
be a betrayal to the more than 640,000 postal employees who work tirelessly every day to ensure mail is 
delivered to every corner of the country. It would also hurt American consumers and businesses who rely on the
Postal Service daily for mail and package delivery. These changes would be especially devastating for rural 
Americans, where the potential elimination of the Postal Service’s universal service obligation would result in 
skyrocketing delivery costs for less populated regions of the country, where reliable service is most needed. 
Privatizing the Postal Service would have real-world consequences for our constituents, pricing many of them 

1 Trump expected to take control of U.S. Postal Service, fire postal board 
2 Public Law 91-375
3 Trump revisits plan to privatize USPS, a first-term goal that didn’t go far

https://federalnewsnetwork.com/agency-oversight/2024/12/trump-revisits-plan-to-privatize-usps-a-first-term-plan-that-didnt-go-far/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2006-title39/pdf/USCODE-2006-title39-partI-chap6.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/02/20/trump-usps-takeover-dejoy/


out of access to this essential service that has been a critical part of our nation’s history since before its 
founding. 

As Members of Congress, we demand that you halt any executive order that attempts to fire the Postal Service’s
Board of Governors or attempts to merge the Postal Service into the Department of Commerce. We also ask for 
a commitment from your administration to refrain from any further actions to undermine the Postal Service’s 
critical role as an independent agency of the federal government. 

Sincerely,

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress
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Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress
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Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

John W. Mannion
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress
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Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress
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April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Steny H. Hoyer
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Eugene Simon Vindman
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Lauren Underwood
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress
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Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress
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Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress
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Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

CC: 

Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick 
United States Postmaster General Louis DeJoy     
Deputy Postmaster General Douglas Tulino     
Amber F. McReynolds, Chairman of the USPS Board of Governors    
Derek Kan, Vice Chairman of the USPS Board of Governors
Robert M. Duncan, Member of the USPS Board of Governors
Roman Martinez IV, Member of the USPS Board of Governors  
Ronald A. Stroman, Member of the USPS Board of Governors   
Daniel Tangherlini, Member of the USPS Board of Governors
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