Conqress of the United States

Washington, BDC 20515

April 3, 2025

The Honorable Brooke Rollins
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins,

We are writing to express deep concern over the recent decision to stop $500 million in Commodity Credit

Corporation funding for food banks and emergency food providers, allocated through The Emergency Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP). This will undoubtedly result in a significant shortfall in food availability for

millions of Americans facing food insecurity at a time when inflation and economic uncertainty continue to
strain household budgets.

For many families, emergency food assistance programs provide a critical safety net. With more than 47 million
Americans experiencing food insecurity, including 1 in 5 children,' access to sufficient and nutritious food
remains a top priority. In 2023 alone, food banks and pantries assisted approximately 50 million Americans,
relying heavily on federally purchased commodities to supplement their resources.?

Beyond the direct impact on individuals and families, these potential funding cuts also raise concerns for U.S.
farmers and food producers who contribute to the TEFAP supply chain. Disruptions in purchasing commitments
could have adverse effects on the agricultural sector, exacerbating challenges posed by supply chain instability,
tariffs, and economic pressures.

Given these concerns, we respectfully request clarification on the following points:

1. Is the funding originally announced on October 1, 2024° and further outlined in the December 2, 2024
memo to TEFAP State Agencies® permanently rescinded?

2. Have any approved purchases of food provided through TEFAP been canceled or paused by USDA? If

so, please provide an accounting of these purchases and the States impacted by the cancellations and/or

pauses.

Are there additional TEFAP purchases that USDA plans to pause or cancel in the coming months?

4. Has USDA identified alternative funding to offset any reductions in TEFAP allocations for fiscal year
20257

5. How does USDA plan to ensure that emergency food providers can continue serving vulnerable
populations despite any potential shortfalls in federal assistance?
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https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america
https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/charitable-food-assistance-participation
% https://web.archive.org/web/20241004105644/https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/10/01/usda-invests-17-billion-

support-farmers-deliver-nutrition
* https://www.fns.usda.gov/tefap/fy25-ccc-funding
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/tefap/fy25-ccc-funding
https://web.archive.org/web/20241004105644/https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/10/01/usda-invests-17-billion-support-farmers-deliver-nutrition
https://web.archive.org/web/20241004105644/https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2024/10/01/usda-invests-17-billion-support-farmers-deliver-nutrition
https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/charitable-food-assistance-participation
https://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america
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6. What steps is the agency taking to minimize disruptions to American farmers and producers who rely on

these commodity purchases?

Given the urgency of this issue, we appreciate your prompt attention to these questions no later than April 18,
2025. Ensuring a stable and sufficient food supply for our communities should remain a priority, and we look
forward to your response outlining USDA’s plans to address these concerns.
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